

More Food for Conspiracy Fluffs 



By Stephanie de Pue 

The shots that killed our 35lh 
president, John F. Kennedy, in 
Dealey Plaza, Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1963, seem to exercise a continuing 
. fascination for m os t America ns 
New scenarios as to~what reaTIy 
happened that brillant late fall 
afternoon are forever being heard 
on the late night talk shows, and 
not just those that cater to little 
old ladies in tennis shoes either. 
The most off-the-wall conspiracy 
theories are chewed over the most 
meat-and-potatoes dinner tables 
these days. 

Now, with the release of 22 Fires 
by Jerome Agel and Eugene Boe 
( Bantam, $1.95), an original paper- 
back "novel” about "the accidental 
murder of an American president” 
those legions of assassination buffs 
are in for a fresh tast e sensation 
This book offers one of the wildest 
theories yet — that Lee Harvey Os- 
wald actually aimed to kill Jacque- 
line Kennedy— and its authors 
have presented their case so we IF 
mat even the hard news, front-ofF 
the-book boys at Newsweek, nor- 
mally no readers of novels, have 
taken note 

Not that 22 Fires is much of a 
™ vel » to dispose of that issue first. 
The president in question is Ar- 
thur J. Lancaster., his wife is Julie 
Montpensier Lancaster of the 
Maryland horse country His assas- 
sin is a former defector to Russia, 
John Henry Scott, who brought a 
comely Russian, Natalya, home as 
his wife. The murder, takes place in 
a- New York City ballpark in 


spring. The deterioration of both 
the Vietnam war and New York 
are somewhat further along than 
they actually were in 1963, and 
there are enough would-be assas- 
sins chasing the president to man 
an expansion ball club. So much 
for fiction. 

Scott, wa subor n to lose on both 
fi i d Q8_o_Qh auL^TH i s unlucky"* 
wife yearns for some American- 
style success and despises his sex- 
ual impotence. Lancaster loves be- 
ing the nation’s charismatic, popu* 
lar young president: It gives him a 
chance to do good, and it makes the 
womanizing so easy . Julie is learn- 
ing to like being the world’s most 
famous woman, except when it in- 
terferes with her taking a cruise 
on the yacht of the worlds most 
conspicuous rich man. So much for 
hyperobvious fact. 


Beyond this roman a clef kernel, 
. there’s clearly been a great deal of 
researcHjlone. 22 Fires (it’s a Rus- 
sian ldionTdescribing volcanic, un- 
controllable anger) is a fictional 
rendering of much suggestive in- 
formation, some of it previously 
overlooked 

Wa r ren ~Co mm isslo n s findings. 
For example, IVIanuXOswald toId 
the commission she didn’t know . 
that her husband planned to kill 
the President, but she believed "he 
did not care whom he killed, as 
long as he killed someone and got 
his name in the paper.” She says in 
the recently published Marina and 
Lee that he played the Russian op- 
era "The Queen of Spades” over 
and over the eve of the assassina- . 


tion and that she had identified 
very strongly with the Queen. 
Th ere are ^strong parallels be- 
tween the^rves oflKe FeaTLee 
Harvey Oswald and the Count 
Hermann of the opera, and be- 
tween the lives of Jackie Kennedy 
and the Queen of Spades; yet Mari- 
na might well have identified with 
her, too. All this material is used 
in 22 Fires. 

Several p sychiatrists testified to 
the commission thaHhey believed 
Oswald to be a pgyqh ot^ 
ger was dir ^ted at women. _ TiIF" 
mother and his wife; and that his 


cuA|umiimnce oi uswald s 
gave evidence that the only people 
he had ever heard him threaten to 
kill were his mother and his wife. 
Os wald’s relationship with his wife 
was^ in fact, a violent one. ~ ’ 

Perhaps most suggestive is the 
question of how Oswald hit the 
I resident with a cheap rifle which 
consistently fired high and to the 
right when tested by the FBI. Agel 
and Boe point out that the First 
Lady was sitting on the. President’s 
left. 

an intelligent, care- 
^sycJtTOtogTcSl 
^{!IlLL!^ri_3^1s_e2cpToTFTv^' aild ^gnsIF 
tionalist tham ^igLrPb^xqTp^pH 
fro™ |ts cdverTlYtTMovg^^ 
son AgeTancTBoe, two well-known 
free-lancers, have chosen the fic- 
ti.onal format to present their the- 
s i s, it _s bound to give assassinati o n 
buffs something new to chew on. 


